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Why Jesus Washed Their Feet
One of the celebrations of the liturgical church for Maundy Thursday is 
the foot washing. This is a beautiful ceremony where we are reminded of 
where Jesus set an example for His disciples (John 13:15). But what was 
that example? Why did Jesus wash their feet? Jesus took on the form of a 
servant. We often think about the servanthood of Jesus to take on the role 
of a slave and wash their feet. 

Love most certainly cares for the needs of those it is directed towards. 
While there is an aspect of this that cannot be exalted too highly, I believe 
that many Christians have taken this view too far where they abase 
themselves. Someone being a servant will not create the stir that Jesus did 
in the room that night.

This passage starts with, “Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under 
his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God” (John 
13:3). The confusion in the room was around someone who knew He was 
awesome submitting Himself to becoming a servant. This is the humility of 
Jesus. It is saying, “I know who I am and I give myself freely.”

Jesus was not only giving an example of servanthood, He was also giving 
an example of identity. Service without identity is normal. It says that you 
are better than me and I will do things for you so I will feel better about 
myself. Service in the midst of knowing your identity portrays love – I am 
not trying to get anything from you other than to display my love.

Jesus knew He was important. He was telling His disciples they were 
important. They were to tell nations they were important. We are 
challenged to go and do likewise.

Submitted by Rachael Saint

Upcoming Events
WEEK 10
THU 4 APRIL
• District Cross Country
• State Library Year 3 Saint

FRI 5 APRIL
• Sports Day

WEEK 11
MON 8 APRIL
• Tri-Skills Yrs 3-6

THU 11 APRIL
• Closing Chapel 2:15pm
• Parent/Teacher Interviews -Evening
• Term 1 Concludes

FRI 12 APRIL
• Parent/Teacher Interviews 
• Pupil Free Day

TERM 2, WEEK 1
MON 29 APRIL
• Term 2 Commences



INSPIRE photos featured this week:
• Year 5 Camp

From the Principal
SPORTS DAY
I look forward to spending a fabulous day on Friday 
seeing students give their best efforts whilst also 
supporting one another. I have already seen many 
great examples of our students encouraging one 
another during house rotations, sprint heats and the 
long distance events in the past days and weeks. Thank 
you to all students for your great sportsmanship and 
good luck to Giersch, Linke and Neumann on Friday.

Please be sure refer to all Sports Day information in this 
and previous editions of Inspire. It is important that we 
make duty of care to our students the priority and so all 
instructions regarding student movement and dismissal 
must be followed. Most importantly, note that students 
MUST return to classrooms at the end of Sports Day to 
be dismissed. Whilst this takes a little more time before 
you are on your way for the weekend, it is essential that 
we ensure students are going home safely and with the 
right people. Thank you for your help!

UNIFORM AND PLAY
The new nature play area near the Year 1 classrooms 
has proven to be a hit with students of all ages. Many of 
you will have seen our recent Facebook post showing 
some great photos of the creativity happening there.

We have noticed an increase in the need for students 
to change into spare clothes from the office when they 
are particularly engaged in the digging and creation of 
waterways. If you find your child is coming home with 
a change of clothes or damp clothing, I encourage you 
to please pack a spare change of clothes in your child’s 
school bag just in case!

Play and connection with nature is such an important 
part of childhood. We would like to see this continue 

in the best way possible for students within the school 
environment. In fact, one of our strategic directions 
commits to investment in in quality, purposeful play 
spaces.

With this in mind, the time has also come to review 
our school uniform. This will progress through the 
coming months, however the starting point is to open 
the discussion up to families. If you have an opinion or 
an idea to share, please complete the survey that will 
be emailed to families today regarding your thoughts 
on uniform. Some things included are: style, colour, 
gender, age, and of course, movement and play. 
Remember, this is the starting point. There will be more 
to come, but I’d first like to hear about current opinions 
and/or concerns that you may have.

I will put this call out again through next week’s Inspire, 
and hope to have plenty of feedback to consider by the 
end of the April school holidays.

Leila Mattner |Principal

From the Deputy Principal
STUDENT PROGRESS
Parent-Teacher Interviews take place next week and 
this can be an anxious time for families. This is an 
important check point in terms of gauging student 
growth. But as teaching and learning evolves to account 
for and encourage new skills and dispositions required 
for future success, our understanding of achievement, 
success, feedback and assessment also needs to 
progress. 



In recent years there has been a major shift in 
educational assessment, from an overreliance on 
homogenous tests to the use of numerous methods 
to measure growth in learning and skills that best 
serve students for life. Real assessment occurs when 
we quantify not just knowledge, but also skills and 
proficiencies. This kind of assessment is concerned 
not just with the recall of facts but also with real-world 
applications. Ultimately, this means that the teacher-
parent conversation is much more nuanced than 
ever before. A simple grade or mark does not give the 
true story of what is taking place in the classroom. As 
the focus of the teacher turns more to the process 
of learning than the product, feedback, rather than 
grading, becomes the teacher’s priority. 

Parent-Teacher Interviews at the end of Term One are 
much more than opportunities to share grades. They 
provide an excellent chance for clarity around the 
development of students in new year levels, classrooms 
and social groups. 

NAPLAN
As mentioned last week, the NAPLAN testing 
period begins in Week 3 next term. This week I will 
communicate with some families about the types of 
small adjustments and strategies that can implemented 
for some students to help them negotiate the tests. If 
you have any questions or concerns about how your 
child is feeling about NAPLAN, please communicate with 
your child’s teacher.

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal

From the Wellbeing Leader
PARENT TEACHER INTERVIEWS- THURSDAY 11 APRIL 
AND FRIDAY 12 APRIL (PUPIL FREE DAY)
Thank you to those families who have scheduled a time 
for a parent teacher interview next week. Spots are 
filling fast and you can make a booking via the email 
which has been sent out. Interviews are a wonderful 
time to reflect on your child’s start to the year and 
a great chance to develop future goals with your 
child’s teacher about your child’s learning. If you need 
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact the office.

MOTHER’S DAY STALL
SAVE THE DATE- the Mother’s Day Stall will be on 
Thursday 9 May (Term 2 Week 2). Gifts will range from 
$2.00-$7.00 and children can purchase up to 3 gifts and 
a card. Gift cards are $1.00 and all gifts will be wrapped 
or in a gift bag. We would love some volunteers to help 
at the stall, if you are able to help please email Carly 
cbergen@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 

SHED MEN
Please note that there will not be a Shed Men meeting 
on Friday 5 April due to Sports Day. The next Shed 
Men is scheduled for May 3 at the school shed. For any 
further information please speak with Leon Semmens 
0432 575 126.

TOOLBOX PARENTING
Attached to the newsletter is information regarding 
the upcoming Toolbox Parenting sessions held in the 
Creative Space next term. St Paul Lutheran Church 
in partnership with the school are offering parents a 
reduced rate of $25 which includes a 6 sessions and 
a manual. The sessions will run each Tuesday night 
beginning 7 May, 7-9pm and include topics such as 
understanding your child and their big feelings, play, 
and lots more. You can register and pay at the front 
office. If you have any questions please catch Louise 
Venning. lvenning@stpaulba.sa.edu.au  

mailto:lvenning@stpaulba.sa.edu.au   


SPORTS DAY- FRIDAY 5 APRIL 
The timetable for the day is as follows:

8.30am      Arrive in class

8.45am      Class roll call

9.00am      Sports Day begins on the park

9.05am      Opening Ceremony

9.15am      Tabloid events begin (Reception to Year 2 on 
the court, Year 3 to Year 6 on the park)

10.30am     Morning Break

10.45am     Reassemble in teams (Reception with 
classroom teachers)

11.05am     Sprint Finals and Relays

12.30pm     Staff vs Seniors event

                     Pre-school Sprints

12.45pm      Presentations

1.00pm        Dismissal from classrooms

Some Sports Day reminders: 

The Sports Day booklet has been sent home to all 
families this week. Students will need to wear the 
correct sports uniform on Friday. Students can add 
a ‘splash of their house colour’ to their uniform such 
as socks, wristbands or hair ties. If your child wishes 
to use coloured hairspray, please ensure this is done 
at home and aerosol cans are not brought to school. 
Students will need to have sunscreen applied at home 
prior to arriving at school. Teachers will have sunscreen 
available for students to use throughout the day. 
The toilets on the park will be available for adults to 
use during the day. The school toilets are for school 
students only. Please ensure that you only post photos 
of your child to social media.  

Sports Day ribbons for pre-Sports Day winner and 
placegetters (field events and long distance) were 
presented last week. Students can wear these ribbons 
on Sports Day. Please note that replacement ribbons 
for pre-Sports Day events will not be given out.

Please note that the school office will be closed until 
Sports Day has finished.

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
UNIFORM ORDERS FRIDAY 12 APRIL PUPIL FREE DAY
Jane will be in the School Office from 8:30am - 1:00pm,          
to help you with your Winter uniform needs.
Please see Jane before your interview with your 
uniform order and it will be ready to pick up on your 
way out.

2019-2020 ENTERTAINMENT BOOK
Entertainment Books are now available to purchase 
from the office for $70.00. This a St Paul Lutheran 
Church fundraiser.

POP-UP CANTEEN ON SPORTS DAY
There will be a pop-up canteen available on the park 
for Sports Day. A variety of food will be available 
including sandwiches, pastries, coffee/tea, cold drinks 
and snacks. 
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44 Audrey Avenue 
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OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
EASTER PRAYER AND ACTIVITY SPACES – THE CROSS 
On Friday last week during morning break we held our fourth Easter activity 
at school. On this occasion we held our activity in the Narthex adjacent to 
the Chapel and we talked about being sorry. Children were asked to think 
about a time they said or did something they wish they hadn’t and then 
write or draw it on a small piece of paper. We then asked if they would like 
to nail their piece of paper to the wooden cross we had lying on the floor.  
Thank you to our congregation members Fay Belcher, Lyn Fields and Pam 
Oster for assisting us.

We talked about how Christians believe that when they say sorry, they can 
freely ask God for forgiveness and are truly forgiven. We remember this 
especially at Easter, how Jesus died for us on Good Friday.  Next week and 
for our last Prayer Space Activity, we will be focusing on the Resurrection 
and the real and lasting hope we have in Jesus.

SPY – ST PAUL YOUTH
St Paul Youth for children in Years 6-8 runs on the first and third Friday 
of the month during school terms. Our next SPY is on this Friday 5 April.  
Time 7:00pm-9:00pm. Cost is $2.00 Girls please bring supper to share. Any 
inquiries please contact Nicole Hall on 0412 686 342.

FAITH IN THE HOME
During May and June, Pastor Greg is planning to offer a series of interactive 
learning experiences for children in Reception to Year 4, with their parents, 
focusing on practices of faith in the home. The aim is to help families 
explore simple but effective ways to “do” faith together as a household in 
the course of daily life. There will be five stand-alone one hour sessions 
(plus snack time if you wish to stay on) … so if you miss a couple that won’t 
affect your attendance at the others.  The topics will be: Talking the faith 
together, Faith symbols, Blessing each other, Living thankfully, and Sharing 
acts of kindness.

The proposed dates and times are Saturday late morning/early afternoon 
or a Sunday afternoon timeslot on these weekends:  4/5 May; 11/12 May;  
18/19 May;  25/26 May;  1/2 June.  If you are interested in coming along 
to some or all of the sessions, or would like to know more, please contact 
Pastor Greg by 14 April pastorgreg@stpaul-church.org.au 

mailto:pastorgreg@stpaul-church.org.au 

